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How to create a vault view using a file vault view setup (cvs) file 
The following method to script a view setup file can be used if you are unable to attach to the archive server 
via the administration tool or view setup wizard. You can also use the .cvs file when distributing vault views 
via script. See install guide for more details. 
 
You can create your own .cvs file by running viewsetup.exe /a from the SOLIDWORKS PDM install folder on 
a client that does not yet have a local vault view. Alternatively, you can edit the attached cvs file. 
 
Prepare the cvs file 
1. Copy the attached .cvs file to the archive server. 
2. Open the file in in a text editor, for example notepad. Make sure that you do not associate the .cvs 

extension with the text editr, it should remain associated with viewsetup.exe. If you use “Open with…”, 
select Notepad and uncheck “Always use this app to open .cvs files”.  
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3. You should edit and update the highlighted sections in the .cvs file: 

 
 
Location - Folder where you want the physical view folder to be created, normally “C:\” 
ViewType – “SharedView” (recommended) for a shared view that is accessible to all profiles on the 
system. “PrivateView” for a private view that is only accessible to the logged in profile.  
[FileVault] - Update with the file vault name (note that the name is case sensitive). Keep the square 
brackets. 
VaultID - Update with the file vault ID. You can find it in the vault properties within the administration 
tool, or in the archive server registry. Exclude the “{ “ and “}” brackets. 
DbName - The vault database name (note that the name is case sensitive) 
DbServer - The SQL server hostname (or instance name SERVER\INSTANCE). 
ServerLoc - The archive server hostname. 

 
4. Save the updated .cvs file 

 
You can find the required vault details to use when you update the .cvs file in the registry on the archive 
server: 
HKEY_LOCAL_MACHINE\SOFTWARE\SolidWorks\Applications\PDMWorks 
Enterprise\ArchiveServer\Vaults\VAULTNAME 
 
Example: 

 
 
Alternatively, find the details in the vault properties within the administration tool on a system that already 
has the vault attached. 
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Create the local view 
To create the local vault view on a client workstation, copy the updated .cvs file and double-click the file to 
complete the view setup. If the file prompts for an application, select to open with “ViewSetup.exe” from the 
SOLIDWORKS PDM installation folder. 

 
 
 
Note that you can also script the view setup file to run silently via: 
viewsetup.exe viewsetupfile.cvs /q 
 


